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([ alo1t!} an~ :ptotrrtnratr of Jlligtria. 

1,\ THE ::\I::\ETEEXTH YEAR OF THE REIG5 UF 

ius :JI~-\JESTY I\_ING GEORGE V. 
srn FlU .. ::':1\: K\.DDELEY. I\.t., C.~LG. 
0tticl'l' Ad!lliflistel'ill;/ f711' (i()(,i'I'ilinelit. 

A::; Oi, n: '.~::;CE TO REG'c'L,\TE THE PO,,'ER::O .-\.ND DefIES OF THE POST') Title . 

. \'ll TELEGRAPHS J)EPART~IENT. 

[6th December, 1928.] 
iurnr . 

HE 1 T EN ACTED h~' the Governor of the Colony and Ell;lt'tl1l811:. 

l'r<'te('lt)l'~lte of Nigeria, \\·ith the ad,ice n nd consent of the 
Lpgl~lnTiw Counci l so tar as the provisions hereof relate to the 
Cdoll;" uud to the Sout bern Provinces of the Protectorate:, as 
follows :- 
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Preliminary. 
Sbort title 
and applica. 
tiou. 

Definitions. 

Chapter 131). 

1. This Ordinance may be ci te.l (IS the Post Office Ordinance. 
1923, and shall apply to the Colony and Proteetomte (including 
the British Cameroons). 

PART 1.. 

Interpretation. 
2. Definitions:- 

" Contract vessel" means any vessel for the con ve vauce 
of mails pursuant to contract or continuing a rrau ae­ 
ment. 

"Fictitious postage sbmp" means any facsimile or 
imitation or representation whether on paper or 
otherwise of any stamp or stamped impression fill' 

denoting (lny rate of postage including any stamp 01' 

stamped impression for denoting a rate of post ags of 
any part of His Majesty's Dominions or of any 
foreign country. 

" His Majesty's Dominions" means any of Hi,s 1IIajeE1~-" 
doiuiuions or colonies and includes any territory 
under his protection or in respect of which he has 
accepted a mandate from the League of l'\ations. 

c c Letter" illcludes postcard. 

" Mail bag' " means any bag, box, bnsket, parcel or other 
envelope or covering in which postal articles in the 
course of tl'all,~mission by post are conveyed wlreth er 
it does or does not contain anv such article. 

" Xl aster of a vessel" means any person in cll:l]'ge 01 a 
vessel, excepting a sea pilot. 

"Officer of the Posts and Telegraphs Department ,. 
includes any person employed in any business of rli­ 
Posts and Telegraphs Department or on behalf of the 
said Department. 

c c Port" means any place declared to be a port under thp 
Customs Ordinance. 

H Post Office" includes every house, building, rooui , 
vessel, carriage or place used for the purpose of the 
Posts and Telegraphs Department and every lette.r box 
provided by the Posts and Telegraphs Department for 
the receipt of postal articles. 
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c c Postage" means the duty chargeable for the trans­ 
mission by post of postal articles. 

c c Postal a rt icl e " includes any letter, postcard, newspaper, 
book, document, pamphlet, pattern or sample packet, 
parcel or package or other article whatsoever trans- 
missible h~' post. 

., Postage ~t"mp" means any label, stamp or stamped 
impression for denoting any rate of postage payable iu 
respect of postal articles and includes adhesive postage 
stamps and stamps printed, embossed, impressed or 
otherwise indicated on any envelope, wrapper, post­ 
card or other article, whether such postage stamp is 
issued under this Ordinance, or by the Imperial 
Postmaster-General or by the Government of any of 
His :M:ajesty's dominions or of any foreign country. 

" Ve;o.seJ" means any ship or other vessel including 
aeroplane or n.irsh.ip . 

3. Tor the purpose of this Orclinal1ce- 

\u) a postal article shall be deemed to be in course of 
transmission bv post from the time of its being posted 
at. or delivered to a post office. to the time of its being 
(leliyered to, or taken delivery of by, the addressee or 
its being returned to the sender or otherwise disposed 
of n nd er the proyisions of this Ordinance; 

( 7)) a postal article sh a ll be deemed to cease to be such 
from the time of its being' delivered to, or taken 
deliverv of by, the addressee or of its being returned 
and delivered to the sender or otherwise disposed of 
under the provisions of this Ordinance; 

(c) the placing' of an article in any receiving box for the 
deposit of postal articles, 01' the delivery of an artiele 
to an officer of the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
in the course of his duties shal] be deemed to 

be delivery to a po~t office; 
ul) the deliyery of a postal article at the house or office of 

the atldressee or to the [lddressee (or to his servant or 
agent or other persoll considered to be a1.thorised to 
recei ve the article :l ccording to the usual manner of 
delivering postal articles to the addressee), and where 
the addressee is a guest or is resident at an hotel 
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delivery to th e.proprietor or manager thereof or to his 
agent, shall be deemed to be del ivery to the addressee. 

PART II. 

Establishment. 

PO"l «fliccs. 4. (1) All post offices heretofore established In Nigeria shall 
be deemed to be established under this Ordinance. 
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(2) The Postmaster-General may establish post offices at such 
places as he thinks fit and discontinue any post office. 

5. 'I'he Postmaster-General may establish postal communica­ 
tion between places in Nigeria; and between Nigeria and other 
countries. 

6. The Postmaster-General may provide recervrng boxes for 
the deposit of postal articles and shall cause the boxes to be cleared 
as often as public convenience reasonably requires. 

7. (1) The Governor may appoint for the postal services of 
Nigeria such officers under such official designations as he deems 
expedient. 

(2) The Postmaster-General and all other officers of the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department shall have all the powers and privi leges 
hereby conferred upon the holders of their respective offices. 

PART III. 

Privilege and Protection. of Government. 

8. (1) 'I'he Postmaster-General, by himself or by the officers 
of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, shall have the exclusive 
priv il egc of conveying all letters from one place to another between 
wh ir.h postal communication shall be established under this 
Ordinance, and shall also have the exclusive privilege of perform­ 
ing' n ll the incidental sen-ices of receiving, collect.ing, sending, 
desp,rtc:hing and delivering all letters from anyone place to 
.mother, between w h ich such postal communication shall be 
estahlished. 
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(2) The exclusive privilege by the preceding sub-section con­ 

ferred shall not extend to :- 
(0) Letters sent by a private friend, without hire or Exceptions. 

reward, on his way, journey or rrnvel , so as sue]. 
letters be deliyel'ed to the party to whom they shall be 

directed; 

(b) Letters sent by a messenger on purpose concerning the 
private affairs or business of the sender or reeeiyer 

thereof; 

(c) Commissions or returns thereof and affidavits and 
writs, process or proceedings, or returns thereof, 
issuing out of a court of justice; 

(d) Letters of merchants, owners of vessels of merchan­ 
dise or the cargo or loading therein, sent by such 
vessels of merchandise, or by any person employed by 
such owners for the carriage of such letters according 
to their respective directions and delivered to the 
respective persons to whom they shall be directed, 
without paying or receiving hire or reward, advan­ 
tage or profit for the same in any wise; 

(e) Letters concerning goods or merchandise sent by com­ 
mon known carriers, to be delivered with the goocb 
wh ich such letters concern without hire or reward, or 
other profit or advantage for re~eiving or delivering 

such letters; 

but nothing herein contained shall authorise any person t o ma ke a 
collection of such excepted letters for the purpose of senclillg: t1W1}\ 

in the manner hereby authorised. 

(3) The following persons n re expressly forbidden to carry a Sp8ci:d 
letter or to receive or collect or deliver a letter alth011gh they 811.111 jJ)nitiLitiO!l. 

not receiye hire or reward for the same:- 
(i ) Common carriers, except a letter cO]lr:erning' !:c,,;i~ 

which they are conveying. 
(ii) Officers of the Posts [1llc1 Telef\'fnp1J"; ])cP,l) eme}le. 

except in dis(;harge of their duties. 
(iii) Owners, masters or commanders of yesseb s<l11ill.C: or 

passing coastwise or otherwise bet,,'een ports 01' P 1:1 ces 
in Nigeri;l, except in respect of leiter...; ('Ollu'mi,l;: 
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goods on board or letters belonging to 1118 O'Q1CrS of 
such vessels, 01' letters carried for the P(hl~ and 
Telegraphs Department. 

(iv) Passengers, members of the crew or other persons on 
board any such vessel as is mentioned ill paragraph 
(iii) hereof. 

(v) The owners of, or members of t.he crew or others ')U 

board a yessel passing or repassing on a river, lagoon 
or navigable canal in Nigeria, except with respect to 
places in Nigeria with which postal communication 
has not. been established, or with respect LO letters 
carried for the Posts and 'I'elegraphs Dep:1l'11llell1. 

(4) If any person not authorised by or in pursuance of this 
Ordinance does any of the following things, namely, sends or causes 
to be sent, or tenders or delivers in order to be sent, or conveys, or 
performs any service incidental to conveying, otherwise Than by 
post, any letter not excepted from the exclusive privilege of the 
Postin aster-General, or makes a collection of those excepted letters 
for the purpose of conveying or sending them either hy post or 
otherwise, he shall be liable to a fine of fifty pounds. 

9. No letters, unless exempt. by law, shall be com-eyed into or 
out of Nigeria from or to any place between which and Xigeria 
postal communications are establi shed, or be del ivered or be clistTi­ 
buted in Nigeria otherwise than by or through the post. 

Penalty: a fine of fifty pounds. 

10. (1) The Government shall not incur any Iiabi litv by 
reason of the loss, misdelivery or delay of, or damage to, any postal 
article in course of transmission by post. 

(2) No officer of the Posts an d 'I'el egraph s Depu rtnn:n t shall 
incur any liability by reason of any such loss, misdel iverv. delay 
or damage, unless t.hat person has knowingly cau,:ed t h.e same 
fraudulently or maliciously or by his wi Iful ad or default. 

PART IV. 

Postage, Postaoe Stamps and Prankin.rJ of Corres ponden.ce. 

11. The Governor may determine the rates to be ch;lr~'cd for 
the transmission, registration un d insurance of the cliffe en: .lesr-rip­ 
tions of postal articles by the Posts and Telegraphs Depart m en t. 
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12. The Governor may cause to be provided stamps, stamped 
envelopes. stamped 'wrappers, and envelopes for registered postal 
matter and postal cards of all kinds, and the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department shall have the exclusive privilege of issuing the same: 

Provided that the Postmaster-General may appoint persons to 
retail the same under such conditions, as regards rem unerut.ion and 
otlierwise. as may be prescribed. 

Any person so appointed who shall sell any such stamp, 
envelope. wrapper or postal ('a1'(l at a price other than that fixed by 
the Postmaster-General shall be guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: a fine of twentv-five pounds. 

13. ~n postage 811n11 be puvable for the transmission w i th in 
~igel'iil hv the Posts [ina Telegraphs Department of any postal 
articles 5,"nt bv any Government department in connexion with the 
business of such department: provided that any postal article sent 
l,y a Gn;-el'nment department ,,11a11 be liable to postage unless 
hanke(1 1,~' an officer authorised to frank postal articles. 
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14. Except where special arrangements for payment are made, Faymellt. of 

all postage imposed under this Ordinance shall be paid by means of IJ(l'lii~G, 
sta mp", ,,- hich shall be affixed before posting to all postal articles 
liable t() such postage to the amount of the rates of postage payable 
thereon. 

15. I f any postal article s11a11 be underpaid with stamps, or 
shall no' have any stumps thereon, the same shall be liable to double 
t h e un nn i.l 01' underpaid postage as the case may be, and such 

ad doul.l- l")~tage shall be paid by the person to whom such postal 
art itIe lll:l:; be addres,;ec1 011 the delivery of the same to him or to any 
other p,>!:'on on his behalf, unless he or such person shall refuse to 
recei \'8 ; he sarn e, ill which case such double postage may he 
recovered from the person sending such postal artide, if he is in 

16, Irhen any article is d";;Y('l',,d to the PostR [mel Telegraph~ 
DeTlaltnldlt, and has th erebv lH_'(,OlllC Iiahle to postage ancI evidenc" 
is ~~ddnl't'd to the snt isfnct ion of the Po"tlt1asrt'r-Gc:]H'ral that t'llch 
anlc~e h.is been delin'l'cd to the P"st~ :11)([ Telegraphs Dep<:l'tmen, 
bv mist.ike , the Po,tlll:tstel'-CT('llf'1':ll lll;l~- cuuse s1:(;11 artide to he 
o~ellell in the preseu cu of an office,' of the Posts and rrelegraphs 
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Department and rn av return the S:1]O)e without chaJ'i~'e to i he person 
interosted. unless such article contains any letter or ru.mu-cript 
liable to postage, in which case the Postmaster-General slwll retain 
the artide until the full rate of postage upon such letter or manu­ 
script h:1s been paid thereon. 

17. All postage imposed by or under this Ordinance may be 
sued for an d recovered with full costs of suit before any magistrate 
on the complaint of any officer of the Posts and Telegraphs Depart­ 
ment in charge of a post office. 

18. In every proceeding for the recovery of any postage or 
other sum alleged to be due under this Ordinance in respect of a 
postal al'tiele- 

(n) the production of a postal article haying thereon the 
official mark of the Posts and Te]egraphs Department 
denoting that the article has been refused or 
unclaimed, or that the addressee is dead 01' cannot L8 
found, shall be pnma facie evidence of the fact so 
denoted; and 

(b) the person from whom the postal article purports to 
have come shall, until the contrary IS proved, be 
deemed to be the sender thereof. 

19. 'I'he official mark on a postal article denoting that any 
po~tag'e or other sum is due in respect thereof to the Posts and 
Telegrn plis Department. of ::Iigeria or to t.he Postal Department of 
any of His Majesty's dominions or of any foreign COUll try shall he 
prima facie evidence that the sum denoted as aforesaid is due. 

PART V. 

Conditions of Transmission of Posted Articles. 

20. Any mail bag may be detained or opened under the written 
authority of the Postmaster-General. 

21. (1) After any postal article has been deliyered t" The post 
offie,e no person employeJ by or under the Posts and 'l'elegraphs 
DepartmenT shall, e:s:cept as otherwise prescribed, open or return 
the S:t1l1C to n n v person I)]' procure or suffer tl~f' same to 1)e opened or , 
returned unlEO~' he is authorised to do so by express w arra nt in 
\nitiilg under t h e h an d of t he Go\'ernol'. 
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Penalty: imprisonment for one year Or a fine of one hundred 
Jjounds. 

(2) 'I'h e Governor may, in the interests of justice or in any 
individual circumstance which appears to him to warrant such a 
course, grant such warrants for opening or returning any specified 
postal art.icles. 

22. (1) On t.he occurrence of any public emergency or in the 
interest of public safety or tranquility, the Governor may, by order 
in writing, direct that any postal article or class or description of 
postal articles shall be intercepted or detained, or shall be delivered 
to any officer of the Government mentioned in the order to be dis­ 
posed of in such manner as the Governor directs. 

(2) If any doubt arises as to the existence of a public emergency 
or as to whether any act done under the last preceding sub-section 
was in the interest of public safety 01' tranqu il ity a certificate signed 
by ihe Ohief Secretary to the Govc rum ent shn ll be conclusive proof 
on the point. 

23. Auy postmaster or officer in charge of a post office may 
detain a nv postal article which has been posted contrary to the pro­ 
visions of this Ordinance. and deal 'with the same in such manner 
as may he prescribed. 

24. (1) It shall he lawfu] for any Offil'Cl' of the Posts and 'I'cle­ 
grap hs Department not below the rank of assistant surveyor, if he 
suspects that any postal article is calculated or likely to cause the 
addressee or any other person to be deluded or defrauded or contains 
false pret crucs made with a vic-v to obtain money from the a d dressce, 
to detain such postal article and to submit it to ill e Postiu aster-General 
or to such other officer of the Posts and Telegr:lphs Department not 
below the rank of surveyor as t.he Postmaster-General l]],lY j]1 

\,Titing appoint for the pnrpo"c; and the ]Jo"tlllastCl'-GFllel'n] OJ' 

ot her oiii('.'l' 0'0 ap po int ed D];\~- t11m'<'11 pOll OpE'll 111P sa i ,1 postu 1 
article fo]' the purposes of in spcrtiou . 

(2) If upon such inspection it appears to the Postmaster­ 
General or other officer so appointed as aforesaid that the post a] 
artiele cons ists wholly or partly of matter calculated or likely to 
cause the addressee, or any other person to be deluded or defrauded 
or contains false pretences made with a vie,y to obtain money from 
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the addressee, he may destroy all or any part of such postal arti de 1. 
or otherwise dispose of the same in such manner as to him in his 
absolute discretion may seem expedient. 

(3) It shall be lawful for any officer of the Posts and Tele- 
~ graphs Department not below the rank of assistant surveyor, if he ~ 

suspects that any postal article consists of or contains any appl icn- ~ 
tion for, or reply to, any advertisement, which, if sent through the .• 
post office, would be liable to be dealt with under sub-sections (1) ~ 
and (2), or if he suspects that any postal article consists of or co n- ~ 
bins any reply to any such application, to detain such postal articie 
and to submit it to the Postmaster-General or to such other officer of 
the Posts and Telegraphs Department not below the rank of surveyor 
as the Postmaster-General may in writing appoint for the purpose ; 
and the Postmaster-General or other officer so appointed may th ere-. 'I 
upon open the said postal article for the purposes of inspection. 

(4) If upon such inspection it appears to the Postmaster­ 
General or other officer so appointed as aforesaid that the postal 
article consists wholly or partly of an application for, or a reply to, 
an advertisement, which, if sent through the post office, wo uh] be 
liable to be dealt with under sub-sections (1) and (2), or of a TEply 
to any such application, he mar destroy all or any P:ll", of ~ui'h 
,postal article or otherwise dispose of the same in such m n n ne r as to 
him in his absolute discretion may seem expedient. 

Proyided always that any money order, postal order, or ot lier 
remittance comprised therein sha ll be returned to the sender thereof 
unless such sender shall be the person who issued such advertise­ 
ment, in which case such money order, postal order, or ot her 
remittance shall be forwarded to the addressee. 

25. (1) If the Postmaster-General has reason to helieve that 
any postal article contu i ns goods in respect of which an offenr,e is 
being committed Or is being attempted to be committed, or if he is 
requested to do so by a police officer not below the rank of assistant 
commissioner, he shall require by notice in writing the attendance 
at the post office at a specified time of the addressee of such postal 
a rt icl e , or of some agent deputed in writing by such addressee, and _ 
of the person, if anv, who made the request, or of his agent deputed 
in writing, and such postal article shall then be opened by the 
addressee Or his agent in the presence of an officer of the Posts and 
'l'elegraphs Department, deputed for the purpose by the Postmaster­ 
General and of allY other penon named or referred to in the notice 
who attends. 
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(2) I f the addressee or his agent fails to attend in pursuance of 
the notice or refuses to open the article the same shall be opened by 
the ofiicer of the Posts and Telegraphs Department in the presence 
of un v of the persons named or referred to in the notice who attend. 

(3) In all cases a postal article, after being opened under this 
section, sh all be delivered to the addressee unless it is required for 
t h e pm-pose of any further proceeding's under this or any other 
Onlill:l)l('e for the time being i n Force. 

26\. (1) The Postmaster-General may detain and withhold 
from delivery, any postal article bearing or containing any fictitious 
post::lge S1f,E1P, or purporting to he prepaid with any postage stamp 
w h ich has been previously used to prepay the postage on any other 
PO" al article or for the payment of any revenue, duty or tax. 

(2) Anv postal article detained under this section shall be dealt 
,,-ith ;IS the Postmaster-General shall in such case direct, but shall 
YW' he deliYC'red to the addressee without a direction to that effect, 
llin until such addressee shal] have given such information with 
1 (';],',11'11 to the name and address of the sender, and sue]; other par ti­ 
(;;]r:J'~ as ilJP Postmaster-General shall require.' 

'11. The Governor ill Council may make regulations prescrib­ 
in.; the conditions under ,,,hich compensation shall be payn LIe for 
li1(_1 l;~s . .:; In' d'lm~lge to pnsl:L] :11t:i,·les. 

PART VI. 

17 cssels . 

28. Every master of a vessel arriving at any port 01'- place in 
::\ 1geri:1 shul l without deby caUHC every postal article or mail bag 
OE b(;anl wh ich is w ith i n the exclusive privilege conferred on the 
l)ostlrla~ter-General by section 8 to be delivered to the post office or 
TO such officer of the Posts and Telegraphs Department as is 
authorised to receive thE- same, and shall make the declaration C011- 
rained in the schedule hd01'e a n officer of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department. 

Penalty for non-compliance; a fine of fiHy pounds. 

29. Every master, owner, or agent of a vessel proposing to 
deql<ltch such vessel Iron. any port or place of Nigeria 10 ,my other 
port or place within or without Nigeria shall give reasonable notice 
in writing to the officer in charge of the post office at the port or 
place of departure of the day and hour of the intended departure of 

Deten tion of 
postal 
articles with 
fictitious 
stump. 

Power to 
make regula­ 
tions RS to 
liability for 
comuensn­ 
tion. 

Dciivory of 
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post, office 
of departure 
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Carriage of 
mails by 
nOIl-COIl­ 
tract vessels, 

Reception of 
postal 
article Oll 
board bv 
officer of the 
Posts and 
Tc-legntphs 
Department 
or Ly rnuster 
of ship. 

J(, tt!~ or 
g;·atuity. 

such vessel, and also of the ports or places at which such vessel is to. 
call, and shall give immediate notice in writing to such officer of 
any alteration in the day or hour of departure or of the ports or 
!places of call in order that such ofEr;er may notify to the public the 
day and hour for closing t.h e mails, if any, to be made up for such 
vessel. 

Penalty for non-compliance: a fine of fifty pounds. 

30. Every master of a vessel, not being a corrtra.ct vessel, about. 
to depart from one port or pluce in Nigeria to any port or place 
within or any port or place beyond the limits of Nigeria. shall receive 
on board any mail bag tendej'ec1 to him by any officer of the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department for conveyance, granting a receipt 
therefor in such form as the Postmaster-General prescribes, and 
shall without delay deliver the same at the port or place of 
destination. 

Penalty for non-compliance: a fine of fifty pounds. 

31. (1) Any officer of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, 
duly authorised by the Postmaster-General, may attend on board 
any vessel after the time for closing the mail by such vessel and 
receive, subject to the other provisions of this Ordinance, all postal 
articles fully prepaid by postage stamps provided under section 12, 
which may be brought on board up to the time of departure, to be 
transmitted by such vessel, and any such officer, whilst so attend­ 
ing, may sell postage stomps and perform such services as the public 
may require in eonnsxion with such duties. 

(2) The master of every such vessel shal.l give all proper facili­ 
ties to such officer of the ])osL, and rrelegraphs Department to 
enable him to discharge his duties a n d to leave the vessel before her 
departure. 

Penalty for non-conipl iance : a fine of five pounds. 

(3) 1£ there be no officer of the Posts and Telegraphs Depart­ 
ment on hoard such vessel, t h e master may receive all such postal 
articles, provided they [Ire full~' prepaid by postage stamps provided 
under section 12, and 8h:l11 deli..-er +lie same at the post office at the 
port or place of their dest ina t i OIl. 

32. (1) The Governor »iay determine the rates of gratuities to 
be paid to the masters, owners or agents of vessels, not heing 
Government or contract vessels, for the conveyance of mail bags 
an d postal articles gener;11J;'i' or in particular cases. 

rcq 
pos 
fro 

th: 

sb 
mr 



ch such vessel is to 
': to such officer of 
or of the ports or 
T to the public the 
m,tde up for such 

unds. 

ract vessel, about 
ny port or place 
eria shall receive 
leer of the Posts 
mting a receipt- 
prescribes, and 
irt or place of 

uds. 

us Department 
ttend on board 
uch vessel and 
mce, all postal 
der section I 2 , 
sparture, to be 
ilst so attend­ 
':l as the puhlic 

proper facili­ 
epartment to 
3e1 before her 

ls. 

iphs Depart­ 
such postal 

1pS provided 
office at the 

rratuities to 
not heing 
mail bags 

No. 31 of 1928 13 

1:2; l\e{ore paymf'lll i~ mn de the Postmaster-General may 
)",,\111'<' il,l' master of a nv \"(',",;e1 to produce a eel'tifieate from the 
1",,1 o{!i;'" of destination tlwl su ch articles have been d uly received 

f:ttm h i ni. 

(,j) -:\0 gratuity sb a ll bp. payabIe- 
(I!) for a secon 11 01' s\llveq uent transmission of any mail 

bags or postal n riicl es when such second or subsequent 
transmi ssion is in th e same vessel as the first trans­ 
mission 01' in a Yes"d baying the same owner or agent 
as the v essel of fir-t tl'<lllsmission; 

(/1) for tbe trall~'l1i~si()n of any mail bags or postal nrt.icl.es 
to be deliYelell io an officer of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Departuieni in :\ igeria for onward transmission by 
a contract yessel w h.en such first transmission is ill the 
same vessel ;IS the intended oIl\\-arcl transmission or in 
a vessel haying the same owner or agent as the vessel 
of int-enlica on \Y;l1'd translllission; 

k) u n less ~)ppli(',di()]] 1)8 made for payment within twelve 
months cd' ih e l\;lH' of despatch of such postal artides; 

(rl) if there hus be('n lllll'c:lsonable delay on the part of the 
master in (lelin'ring ;tny mail hag or postal article at 
the post ofiire of (l(~sj illation; or 

ie) if ~my mail hag or postal article has been damaged in 
tr;l.]lOlit unless the mu-ter provos to the satisfaetioll of 
the l'ostma:;ter-C1ennul that such damrure is not due to 
any buH OJ' to bck of sufficient care on his parL 

(4) If the master of any vcsse l satisfies the Postmaster-General 
; hut he ,,-ill not ret u rn to Ni:.,:cl'ia \\·ithin the twelve months 
,"'e"'riLc"l by sub-s('dioll U-l) (e), the Postmaster-General may pay 
;!je' gratuities in a(lv'lJl('('. 

33. Any master of a vessel who unlawfully- 

((/) opens or 8U1[en; to be opened a sealed mail bag with 
which he is entrusted for conveyance; Or 

{/)) takes out or suffers to be bken out of a mail bag with 
w h ich he is entrusted for conyeyanee any postal 

articles, 
,118l1 be gl.lilt~, of an oJtence n n d liable to imprisonment for six 
I"'-l1lths or to a £ne of b'-I) hundred pounds or to both. 

Penalty OIl 
master of 
yessel open­ 
illg·mail bag. 
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Coutr.icts 
i'()r (::ll'riagc\ 
.,f lllail,;. 

Pell;dlyon 
npc!liIlg (Jf 

mail bag I,y 
per:~nll COIi­ 
vC,\"Jllg s.un e 

Po"Ollie,' 
(iuidl'. 

rART VII. 

Con t/'llcts for Carriaae of M~ ails. 

34. The Postm;lster-General, with the sanction of the 
Governor, may enter into such contracts as may be necessary for 
the conve)':lllee of mail Lags and postal articles. 

35. Any person lmder contract for the conveyance of mail bags 
or postal articles and any person employed by any such person who 
unlawfuIIy- 

(a) opens or suffers to be opened a sealed mail bag with 
which he is entrusted for conveyance; or 

(b) takes out or suffers to be taken out of a mail bag with 
which he IS entrusted for conveyance any postal 
art j e] e, 

sha ll be g-nilj~· of an oHencc and liable to imprisonment for SIX 

111 onths or to a fine of 1 ,HI Jl1Ulched pounds or to both. 

Post Office Guide. 

36. The Postlll;lster-G(,J~el'al may, with the approval of the 
Governor, issue. and from time to time issue a revised edition of, a 
Post. Office Guide containing- all or any of the following:- 

(1/) A decbJ':ltioll of t lie n dcption of the regulations agreed 
upon hv ihe Universal l)ostal Union for or respecting 
or in l'(~lati()Il to the transmission of postal matter and 'l 
t h at t.he S;lllJe or any part or modification thereof shall .~ 
be in fonp w ith iu Nigeria. 

(b) Rules for the guidanc:e and control of the public deal­ 
ing w it.h the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

(c) A stntemcnt of the rates of postage fixed by the 
Governor un der section 11. 

iiZ) A decluration of what. articles may, and what articles 
may not, be t.run srn itted as postal articles. 

(e) A classification of postal articles for the purposes of 
postal chnrges. 

lent 

! 
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(f) The conditions for the registration and insurance of 
postal articles, and a declaration of the eases in which 
registration and insurance may be compulsory. 

(0) Any regulations made by the GOYel'HOr in Council 
under section 27. 

(lL) Conditions for the issue and payment of money or-ders 
and postn] or-ders including' the rates of COlllllJissioll 
thereon. 

(i) Rules for the dispos'll of undeliverable postal articles. 

(j) The conditions un.ler which and the manner in wh ic], 
special services will 1)8 performed for the convenience 
of individuals. 

(k) Hules for the guidance, conduct and discipline 01 
officers and servants of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department all a the perfoTlll<lllce of their several 
duties. 

U) A statement of the hom's during' w h ich post offices 
sh all lie open j'Ol' the transaction of various (;bs~es of 
public business. 

('Ill,) A statemeilt of the h o u rs for the posting of IJostal 
articles an d the Iate fce chargcs {or j)<lsbl ar1 il,]CS, 

(n) A list of the offiCi'r" w ho muy frank postal artide~ sent 
by a public department. 

(0) Rules regubting' the husiness of the ]'.,sts and Tele­ 
graphs Department. 

(p) A statement of the manner in which amendments of 
the Guide '\'ill be published; and 

(q) Such other inforlll<ltion as the Postl1la~te]'-GeIlel'al may 
think fit to include 

PAllT IX 

Repeal. 

37. The Post Office Ordinance and the Post Office (Fraudu- Hl'peaJ (If 

1 d 
Chapter,.; 

lent Uses) Ordinance are hereby repea e . -ll and 4:!, 
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SCHEDULE. 
SECTION 28. 

I do so lenmlv dechre thai: I have to the l)esi of my knowledge 
and belief caused to he deliycrec1 to the proper officer of the Posts 
and Telep:r>iphs Department a t every 
postal article and mail hag that were on board the vessel under my 
command except 

DECLARED at the clay of , 19 

Co mrn a n der, 
(Defore me.) 

Officer of the Posts an.d. Tele.']l'aplls J)cpmll!lent. 

This prir.ted impress ion has been carcful lv eOllll':lred by me 
witb the Bill which lias passed the Legisl ativc COI11lci!. :!1Il! ill so 
far as the provisions thereof relate to the Colony :1lld to the 
Donihel'l1 Provinces of the Protectornte, is found by llle' to be a 
true and concctl:,-' printed copy of the said Ilill. 

II. E. PTITEST)L-I.::i', 
C1,1'/.· of the J~".'I;.,l,li;r.· (,"'111.:;1. 

Assented to ill His Ma.ie~ty's name in so far as the prOVISIOns 
hereof relate to the Colony and to the Sou thr-r n Prov incns of tbe 
Protectorate, and enacted h.\' me in so far as the provisions hereof 
relatE' to the X"J'tht))'lI Prov i ncr-s of the l"l'()'('ct(JJ';(tp. tlJi . .; 111h (Lly of 
December. l~t~."'. 

F. M. J3ADDJ:U~Y, 

Printed by the Government Printer, Lagos. 2,1-10-::;-, ~!~o (Ill."';,) :·',d. 1":1' 1'{lj'Y. 


